genus in the state and since we knew of no other ant that could be confused with Pogonomyrmex. But after reading Gregg's interesting paper 2 on Veromessor we hurriedly re-examined our material under magnification. (See Fig. 1.) . Among a hundr.ed nest-series of putative Pogonomyrmex occidentalis (Cresson) we discovered one o Veromessor lobognathus (Andrews). This is only the sixth collection .of this species, but it extends the range northward by 450 miles.. Since almost nothing is known about its habits and ecology we hoped that our field notes would contribute something, but we found them disappointingly laconic: "Under flat rock 32 x 2)x 2" lying on north wall of east-west valley. ATYPICAL." The word "atypical" is significant for it shows that at the time we regarded the ant as P. occidentalis and a Pogonomyrmex nest under a rock was something we had never seen. Our error was not detected until the autumn or winter of 1955. Consequently we could not return to the site until the summer of 1956. By that time southwestern North Dakota had suffered a year of drouth and ants (except P. occidentalis) were scarce and hard to find. We revisited the same hillside and literally "left no stone unturned"; in act we turned them over twice--the second time after the late summer rains. But we found no trace of the The south wall of the tributary valley is densely covered with a thicket of Rocky Mountain red cedar (Juniperus scopulorum Sarg.). The thicket floor is covered with duff and moss and is relatively humid.
In marked contrast, the nearby north wall---as the r.esult of greater insolation is treeless and sparsely beset with grass and low shrubs, such as sagebrush (Artemisia frigida Willd. and A. tridentata Nutt.), saltbushes (Atriplex spp.) and rabbitbrush Chrysothamnus graveolen Nutt. areas, it is strongly characterized. So near the edge of a zone, however, the slight inclination of a slope to the north reduces the heat received from the sun's rays sufficiently to change the flora and fauna in part or wholly to that of the colder, higher zone, while a steep slope facing the direct rays of the sun will attract many species of the warmer, lower zone above their normal limits. '' THE LAZVA Genus VEROMESSOR F.orel Body curved ventrally, thorax only moderately stout. Body hairs sparse and short; of three types: (1) the shortest and most numerous, tip simple or bifid; (2) and the opening of the sericteries; the latter a short transverse slit in an anteroventral depression. Dorsal portion of the hypopharynx with sublongitudinal ridges, ventral portion spinulose, the spinules minute and in numer.ous subtransverse rows. (Material studied" six larvae from the nest cited above.)
Since this is our only representative of the genus we do not know whether it differs as much from its congeners as does its .adult. It does, however, resemble the larva of the closely related genus Novomessor.
